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Abstract

There was no one who was above the law in ancient
Egypt and the citizens were obedient and subject to the law,
as they feared punishment in this life and the hereafter as we
see this in (The Book of the Dead). Lawsuits were considered
in local civil courts, except for crimes that involve the death
penalty, which are being examined. Pharaoh as the supreme
judge.

Even in some schools of ancient Egypt, we find the
most famous teachers and educators teaching students some
of those principles and laws that encourage virtue, etiquette
and honesty, and this is in order to avoid punishment. Among
these teachers we find (Ptahhotep) who believed that
corporal punishment prompts virtue and was He calls for
adherence to the law of heaven and earth, which tells us to
learn through suffering and suffering, so we find him saying,
“Every child at the beginning of his development is almost
nothing but an animal, and the consequence of this is that if
the stick is neglected, the child becomes corrupted, then the
little one must learn how to obey with a whip just like an
unruly horse, but In addition to punishment, the child needs
advice, so he must learn the philosophical view of life, as it is
the best legacy that | can leave to my son.

We also find another important text that says, "If the
king has subjected all countries to the laws of the gods, then
he is also bound by them".
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We also find another text by (Ptahhotep) which is "Do
not enter the courtroom and falsify your words, and do not
hesitate to answer you when your witnesses have stood".

Among the teachings of (the security of Moby lbn
Kinakht), an Egyptian writer who worked as a notary of
fortunes, "Say truthfulness to the judge, and do not give
anyone authority over you".

In the end, we find that in most cases there were
fortifications for the judge that protected him from the
oppressive kings, which made him able to perform his duty
entrusted to him, also that the Egyptian principles and
teachings stated that obedience to the law and justice and not
to the king, also that the laws and legislations were written,
but unfortunately few of them we got from them. Either
because it was looted, in the past or present, or it was not
discovered yet, or it was worn out.

Keywords: Crime - Punishment - Murder - Felonies -
Misdemeanor - Theft - Bribery - Justice
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