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Abstract

The importance of this study lies in what the analysis of
the literary text can add to human knowledge of facts
inspired by a poet. It resembles an archaeological painting or
an ancient inscription that scholars are keen to discover and
read its hidden contents. However, the literary text increases
our knowledge through which we can disclose its
psychological and social aspects. The Art of Poetry abound
in those aspects because of its semantic richness effects and
suggestive power of words, phrases and imagery. The
language of poetry is a loaded language, with its dimensions
and implications that are preferred to be studied in the scope
of its era.

The peculiarity of this poem is represented in three things:
First: The lack of historical sources that speak about the
Fatimid State, which is the first Islamic Caliphate that made
Egypt its capital. Historians have termed it the "Egyptian
State™ because its rulers themselves were keen to give their
State that name. The Fatimids are the founders of Cairo and
the Al-Azhar Mosque, and despite the difference between
their religious doctrine (Shiite) and the doctrine of the
Egyptians (Sunni), they did not coerce the Egyptians to
embrace their doctrine, as the research will show. Rather,
they could win the people's love through developing civilized
achievements that they had laid their foundations in Egypt.
So, Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi tried erasing the history of that
state and its effects for political reasons, which were largely
due to his support for the Abbasid Caliph in Baghdad, and
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his desire to establish a new State in Egypt and the Levant to
be ruled by him and his family under the umbrella of the
Abbasid Caliphate.

Second: that poem was written in lamenting a fleeting
State - the Fatimid - and the poet wrote during the era of a
hostile State - the Ayyubid State - that tried erasing the
Fatimid doctrine and its effects. So, the poem is more
objective than any other poems, which praise an existing
state or an existing ruler.

Third: This poet “Amara al-Yamani” was a fanatic Sunni
poet as mentioned by the sources, and it is true that this State
honored him greatly, while the State of Bani Ayyub did not
do the same. However, this does not indicate that he
exceeded the limit of moderation in describing its
achievements. It is well-known of the flattering and
exaggerating poets that their poetry of hope is stronger than
their poetry of loyalty. Nevertheless, the poet sacrifices his
life for loyalty. That poet was executed and some eight
notables during the era of Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi, claiming
that he had conspired to restore the power to the Fatimid
house.

This study necessitated that | would introduce a historical
brief that explains how the poet came to Egypt, how assumed
a prominent position in the Fatimid State, favored by the
minister Tala™ bin Razik, and how his life ended. Moreover,
this study discussed to what extent was this poem a well-
known as stated by the historical sources that dated this era.
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Then, | address the poem as a historical literary
document, through which | deduce what was contained in the
literary text of human historical visions and facts. All that
contributed to supporting the historical text or direct it to the
closest possible objectivity, away from political courtesies,
such as praising an existing state, or defaming a faded one.

This analysis - even though the historical content is
among its purposes - is based on the literary text and
addresses only the levels of language and its direct and
indirect connotations of sounds, vocabulary, syntax and
imagery. All this addressed within the framework of the
intellectual division of six scenes according to the
requirements of the technical formulation of the poem. This
is the approach through which the research determines what
the poet wanted to say to the people as a loyal person to this
state. This state has not been treaty fairly by the historians
who never describe it as an objective one, away from the
sectarian fanaticism that was deepened during the era of the
Ayyubids. This sectarian fanaticism was developed by the
rulers of Bani al-Abbas for three centuries. Those rulers were
seizing the opportunities to wipe out this Fatimid Caliphate,
which has been called the "Egyptian State".?

Keywords: Eimara Yemeni - The Fatimid State -
historical insight - Stylistic analysis - Sunni and Shia -
lamenting states
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2) Al-Suyuti and other historians mention that when the Abbasid
Caliph Al-Mugtafi was told of the death of the Caliph Al-Zafir in 549
AHs and that his son Al-fa’z is still a child, he immediately appointed
Nur al-Din Mahmoud a ruler of the state of Egypt and the Levantine.
This is because he wanted to urge Nur al-Din Mahmoud accelerate the
elimination of the Fatimid State, yet nothing happened until twenty
years during the era of the Abbasid caliphate, Almustadi. See Al-Suyuti
- History of the Caliphs - Modern Library - Beirut - p491.

Blaad L3I Byl (35S0 Lo dndl QS ~Lpaall elyisll Hlal 3 djeaall il (3

T sa ‘)LJ\ @M&J\ c&ﬁ&a e 6"5\:1).«43J\ il Gm:d\ Blec Loy

(4
b aale cpall Gl il . el 4y sl 3 Jiall gag alad wen zabA (5
340 Lpanll el = el Blee (6

340 dupad) Sl i) Blee (7

O Bles il 351 gy "a 569 diw iy B gUsil speg olall she' b sls (8
OS el selis yeme 5 ol adlall el caaddl oSS Gl o e
A aal) = ) el e gesga Sl ALl Gl i

212 1 = o S ke — daaly ol (9

A ol a0 (- Al Aot 5By 3 sed! 8ylos Bunnad)

66 |



(2021) 3992 2 due 1 Whme  (IoVlg OLgalll)  ASLudYl Olwhydl) a0 drel> dloxo

392 /2 — Laball - gyl (10

— il s dlall Gyl geae & A0 slad) — (g dead aaal Lo (11
71 = 702 —1979 — 25l dasdall — 5l — yene dungs

T4a Gl (12

e tiale ladll L akial) e Basie () (e Y Lzl (13

140 = ohee JT (14

LIS — g rgladl) i) . aall 1S Lakie cagls (15

€)= Claadl slase — 2 (g — ekl jeandl b Q) - WDl Jsles (16
211 = -

dad b 8 o8 e et Lo g Dpalelg s algd e @lld b dail) asey (17
i s Lo Lgie Al Jal vie s 35Uy (41 QW] {0l (55 sl
- i o Ly sl bl Jeasy o Uayd Gy dale Ay Guedlell (el
OBl 8 A

— Ggm — Bl Ao = Algilly Llad) — IS o) cAlate duadl) sda k) (18
i A lgldey Ay Adl e ekl glsie @t ay 3450a - 1z - oW
S Onakaldl

ey lalgl) o3y LIS G Aalgally Lladlly ¢ asauadl ) 20)ls QIS Jamy (19
Agalalal) Algall Lgd €S Al palsall e LIS

candl 138 (e gl lailg 32 dspeaddl oljell Skl (20

Ospalaldll Jiin) 28 Gl pay Lpngd) didl Gul) de Taledl ol e lil) aay 8 (21

31902 2z el Hhail Wy s (allally DLl G sl sle Yl

LFE.&J\ u,..:i /s (WUJ\ Jgdl b, g} gga.gj‘ dylas Suruad)

7]



(2021) 992 2 545 1 Mme  (1Tlg ©Lgalll)  ASLWSY! byl pas dasle Ao

delae o A s iy 0 @O pe Al Ulge "ol 4US 6 Blee SY (22
GV L splee Jla 8 0lSy olcagiad gl o CiSy Caludl e dall e Liajies
Oo Lo adly oSle Vs Lide DAY G ol s Yol 4l el 10U € jacs S I 8 s
die a0 V) paah) dle e e (g i A B 18 & cade danly Lagiinag V) alise

A5 44 o oSl QS Cagall jlail L

6 — ugall ki (23

gw\ u,..:i /s (wu.!\ Jgdl b, g} ‘,'9-&35‘ dyles Breald)

]



(2021) sis22 0ue 1 lme  ((IoVg WLgalll) ALY Clwlydl pae daol> dloxe

ol Al se ciglad B zlaall d230
The Rhetoric of argumentation in Abdel Qaher Al
Jurjani’s style
* Joall ae Jole taal /2 g

ahmed.abdelmawla@must.edu.eq

(el
L DS pe Slaal) Al e gl Cslal b dus o
Giela ¢ Sl Qe Cagin Zalll oY (222300 (argumentation g laall)

cugldy 4l DA (e oalaall 0S8 e AealS Al

zlaal Cilag 38 ol o U —olicase Leam (pialai (of aalaiesi
et ¥ ) Aalal dra A zlaad) o) Joi Ol cdigan e IS
ishay Wil ol (90 S gl Bl e Wy Cady s (Suad laai b
coilly aSally uailly apdllS Augluly LedL sl s o
o A e e b8 Sl Gl e @lld e ) sleina
Sl gl jie lalsads 25 My caaneds (8 9 dlly sl Lgle
O] ey 8 aseadl) ae Bl Aa A3 e Dlad clalina dp34
cealaall Gladl) 8 Jual (Jgln Craw @l laylacly

astall pume Laalay Aaajilly clall) A0S 1Sy ¢ Lial) Adillg Abugl ) S *
<L gl gisill

dabt s Jsle wai /s (glr ) A de bl 3 rlnd B830)

o]


mailto:ahmed.abdelmawla@must.edu.eg

(2021) sis22 0ue 1 lme  ((IoVg WLgalll) ALY Clwlydl pae daol> dloxe

—lgokh (S suas lpwal dglae bl sda Gl Jls G ey
A ¥ WY zlaal) Pla e alaill ks Cialia ie alaill 263 da)l
(A3 Lhad) 4ld ey (SlaeYl dVY) 4lS aia Salal) e ) Lk 13)
e g LiaYly & LU slalaad) aglad yafices aaill Qs e
cskad ¢ Glaall ¢ zlas ¢ 22D dalisa) claldl)

dabt s Jsle wai /s (g Al we Cekal & Tln B830)

B



(2021) 832 34 1T ulome  ((IVlg Wlgalll ) doludl Olwhyull sae dael dloxe

Abstract

This study is concerned with the writing style of Abdel
Qaher Al Jurjani focusing on his argumentative technique.
Because of the role language plays in reflecting thought, this
study aims at tracing Abdel Qaher’s argumentative thought
that can be easily depicted in his language and style.
Through the study’s argument, it is clear that Al Jurjani has
manipulated, in the majority of his work, the argumentative
technique which is not limited to a single prototype; on the
contrary, it moves among a variety of rhetorical and stylistic
phenomena, such as conditioning, assertion, interrogation, as
well as other styles that can clearly appear in its traditional
form or rather be implicitly traced.

To conclude, this study is an attempt to study theory of
Composing through the owner of composing through
argumentation, since it is generally thought that Al Jurjani
has composed his Rhetoric Secrets as well as (Dla'l al'i'ajaz)
as a form of challenge by using argumentation as a means of
convincing and entertainment.

Keywords: Rhetoric, argumentation, Al Jurjant’, style.
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Abstract

The grammarians dealt with the verb in several chapters in
their books which reflect the difference between them
concerning the semantic features of the verb preceding
“that.” Sibawayh claimed that it is hardly to say "I hope, or
greed; or | fear, or | fear that you do" , and Jarallah Al-
Zamakhshari argued that the verb that precedes "Ann/that"
should follow its syntactic form. On the other hand, Al-Radhi
- in his al-Kifiyya - contrasted these aforementioned
viewpoints. Thus, this study was devoted to examine the
semantic features of the verb preceding “Ann/ that” in the
Qur’anic context due to its direct effect on clarification of the
meaning. Dictionaries and other references on psychology
and education were consulted for such purpose. The
conclusion of the study confirmed what Al-Radhi claimed in
his al-Kifiyya in contrast to Sibwayh and Al-Zamakhshari.

Keywords:  Features, verb, that/Ann, affirmative,
psychology.
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Abstract

Our scholars have left a great legacy of knowledge, both
quantitatively and qualitatively. Over a course of more than
ten centuries, the scholars’ pens ink has not dried out yet.
They wrote books on various Arab sciences such as
jurisprudence, philosophy, logic, history, geography,
sociology, medicine, pharmacy, chemistry, physics,
mechanics, astronomy, and biology, etc. Armed with these
sciences, they were able to enlighten humanity and
magnificently contribute to building the edifice of the human
civilization.

This legacy, which was preserved by private and public
libraries, is what we rely on too much in our lives today and
dealt with its content in various studies.

Many of these texts were mistakenly misrepresented by their
copyists. books were duplicated. The narrations of some texts
were altered, and if each copy has been published separately,
the recipient would find a contradiction in these publications,
shortage, addition and distortion.

Hence, it is an obligatory to verify these texts so as to bring
them to the closest concepts of their origin and free them of
what negatively affect on researchers’ and scholars’ work
and waste their time and efforts.

This introduction was written to cast light briefly on the most
important rules for verifying the heritage text, coupled with
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its elements and rules and illustrated manuscript models to
give more clarification and manifestation.

Keywords: Arab heritage — Text Verification - Collection of
copies — Copying and Comparison - Appendices.
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Emotional Fallacies in Public Discourse: A
Proposed Perspective for Research
Prof. Dr. Taher M. Al-Hadi*

talhadi5S7@gmail.com

Abstract:

It is widely believed that “emotion leads to action while
reason leads to conclusions”, emotionalists can, then,
consume others and be consumed by others to take action
and reach specific conclusions (even if they were unsound).
Pathos — for example - as a communication technique is used
for persuading the public to have belief in a certain idea or
take a specific action by appealing to their prejudices and by
repeating and intensifying the words and phrases that can
trigger their emotions towards that idea or that action. Such a
technique may lead to get the public confused between what
is and what should be. This is what is termed the fallacy of
shoulds which targets influencing the public, positively or
negatively, regardless appealing to logic or looking for the
truth. Managing emotions is considered a big challenge
particularly because fallacies, are intentionally committed in
daily public discourse whoever its parties are, departing from
emotions are powerful forces for influencing others.

* Professor of Applied Linguistics, Suez Canal university, Dean of
The Higher Institute of Languages, 6 of October

(Emotional Fallacies in Public ...) Prof. Dr. Taher M. Al-Hadi

17


mailto:talhadi57@gmail.com

(2021) sis2 2 0ue 1 lme  ((IoVlg WLgalll) ALY Clwlydl pae daol> dloxe

This 1s why the author believes that “emotional fallacies” is
an issue that needs to be thoroughly and deeply explored.
Therefore, this current paper tackles five main domains:
public discourse, a quick view on logical fallacies, emotional
fallacies overview, reasons behind emotional fallacies, and a
proposed perspective for analyzing emotional fallacies.
Keywords: public discourse; logical fallacies; emotional
fallacies; arguments.
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Public discourse:

Public discourse is believed to be one of the most
Important aspects of a democracy where it defines and limits
the powers of the government, but also of individuals ... it
assumes the existence of a "res publica" ... the range of
purposes and needs that people have in common, and above
all their common need to coordinate their private interests, so
that the well-being of each individual benefits as much as
possible from the shared well-being of the community
(Sellers, 2003). But the daily conversations and dialogs in
non-democratic communities are not less important,
specifically when getting involved in heated discussions or
arguments for or against specific national issues and daily
concerns, i.e., when it comes to differences of opinion. This
IS because the public often want to live by their own rules
and expectations, and then do whatever they want. If this is
the case with a certain issue in any society, public views and
opinions should be voiced as for all sides of the issue, wants
and concerns should not be neglected but deeply explored,
different perspectives should be considered and above all an
attempt to find a compromise is searched for the public’s
safety, security and welfare.

And since the public life is generally divided by
significant moral, social and political disagreements,
argumentation and debate, each divide involved in the
conversation(s) is forced to primarily accept the exchange of
views and the exchange of reasons, with ground rules, norms,
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and neutrality. But the real situation is different from that.
Most daily public conversations are rife with fallacies,
unsound reasoning, confused claims and therefore hasty
generalizations and/or erroneous conclusions.  Such
generalizations and conclusions can - in a way or another -
affect others’ opinions and high policies.

Public discourse, as Tollefson (2009) believes, is an
attempt to re-create part of public space, to re-create the
context in which the impersonal communication of ideas and
arguments can be carried out where competing positions
must communicate—not just to those who already share their
views, but to those who do not; they must be part of a public
conversation. This conversation is not just, however, an
exchange of views. It must be an exchange of reasons. It
must have the character of a public argument. In the same
stream, Rosenberg cited in Blocher (2012) asserts that public
discourse is defined by the forms of communication
constitutionally deemed necessary for formation of public
opinion. The aim of public discourse is, thus, to construct a
communication-based environment, or to create a public
culture among groups and individuals as for public issues,
(Biakolo, 2013).
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L_ogical fallacies, a quick view:

Bearing in mind the fact that logical fallacies are defined
from different lenses along the human history, there are
hundreds of definitions that have been commonly explored.
The fallacy is seen as a ...

- a method of deceptive and persuasive reasoning from
the part of the reasoner, Goodnight (1991).

- a speech act which prejudices or frustrates efforts to
resolve a difference of opinion, Van Eemeren and
Grootendorst (in Sillars, 1995, p. 5)

- an argument (or at least something that purports to be
an argument that falls short of some standard of
correctness used in a context of dialogue for various
reasons, (Johnson,1998).

-a techniqgue of argumentation that is used
inappropriately by one party against another in a
dialogue, (Walton, 2003).

-an error in reasoning common enough to warrant a
fancy name, TBS STAFF (2020).

- illegitimate arguments or irrelevant points and are
often identified because they lack evidence that
supports their claim. (Purdue University, 2020).

- false but popular beliefs and that they are deceptively
bad arguments, Hansen (2020).

From those definitions and many others, fallacies can be
classified into two main categories; the formal revolves
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around the construct of the argument and is subdivided into
Propositional fallacies, Quantification fallacies, and Formal
syllogistic fallacies. The informal fallacies are committed for
the content of the argument, and are subdivided into
Improper premise, Faulty generalizations, Questionable
cause, and Relevance fallacies. Under each type, there are
many fallacies. Behind each fallacy, there is some reason or
more. Among them are the poor ability to understand logic, a
lack of scientific understanding, and some are philosophical
mistakes or any other reasons cited in different sources
tackling fallacies (e.g., Clark & Clark, 2005; Damer,
2009; Dowden, 2010; Engel, 1994; Fogelin, 2010; Hamblin,
2004; Paul & Elder, 2006; Pirie, 2006; Sinnott-Armstrong
& Tindale, 2007; Walton, 2008; Wilson, 1999).

Whether resorting to reason or resorting to emotions in
order to bring change — to the worst or to the best, fallacies
are there. How far the influence it should be, how strong and
effective the argument is and how deep the fallacies lead to
change and how fast the change is - as for the arguers and
the arguees on equal terms, becomes a big questionable issue.
And since the main core of the current paper is to shed light
on emotional fallacies in particular, the author finds it
suitable to handle them in some detail.
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Emotional fallacies overview:

Emotional fallacies are psychological fallacies in which
claims rest on emotional appeals rather than logic and
evidence (Northwest University Information Technology
Office, 2021). They are also known as playing on emotions,
argument by vehemence, appeal to pathos ... or placing
reason or valid logic with emotions in an attempt to win the
argument, Brinton (1988).

According to Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia (2020),
emotional fallacies refer to "argument from passion” that is
characterized by persuading the recipient(s) and manipulating
emotions to get their attention away from an important issue
and drawing inward feelings in order to win an argument,
especially in the absence of factual evidence. This kind of
appeal to emotion includes negative emotions like fear and
anxiety, guilt, ridicule, anger, sadness, helplessness, disgust,
and positive emotions like empathy and compassion, pride,
relief, hope, pity, wishful thinking. In the same line of
thought, Utah State Board of Education (2020), considers the
emotional fallacies are arguments designed to appeal to
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(often irrational) feelings in order to override or circumvent
logical judgment: “a. They are employed to arouse strong
feelings in an audience, b. They are based on the concept of
“transfer.” Transfer is a device of association in which the
connotations (deeper, embedded meanings) of words (or
Images) manipulate our responses. Positive transfer presents
ideas in the most pleasing, most positive fashion. Negative
transfer presents ideas in ways that play on our negative
emotions such as fear, anger, envy etc.”

McKeever (2020) holds the belief that appeals to
emotion tap into and exploit our feelings, such as
indignation, enthusiasm, compassion, fear, ambition, desire
for belonging. Appeals to emotion that depend on suggestion
and loaded language are often used in calls to action—
donate, buy, vote, join, do me this favor. This means that the
ultimate aim is influencing people to take action voluntarily
by creating what is called emotional load. Transformational
Processing Institute (1994) supports that claim noting: We go
by the most available emotional load, not by what ought to
have the biggest reaction. Most loads exist in the form of a
potential load. That means that currently there is no active
emotion on it, but there would be wunder certain
circumstances. Certain phenomena would activate or trigger
the emotion and then it can be dealt with.

Lumen (2020) takes another stand that focuses on pathos
as a communication technique used for persuasion. That
mode can be carried out in various ways: by providing a
metaphor or storytelling in a persuasive language, common
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as a hook, by a general passion in the delivery, by getting an
emotional reaction that serves the target of the persuader, or
— when understanding the audience, appealing to their
prejudices by repeating and intensifying the words and
phrases that can trigger the audience’s emotions towards a
specific idea or action. Such a technique may lead to what is
termed the fallacy of shoulds which is referred to the inability
to distinguish between what is and what should be,
(Scatteredrainbows, 2007). Therefore, when people get
confused, they are easy to be controlled, led, and directed to
what is intended because their emotions have easily distorted
their thinking and clouded their judgment. At the same time,
that “shoulding” has made them defensive and satisfied with
what is or what was, specifically when is shaped as
“demands” of authoritative discourse. At the other side, those
who are fancy with should or who might be called shoulders
/fodaz/ stimulate others to behave in a different way they
themselves sometimes do not prefer. To them, influencing
people, positively or negatively, is more important than
looking for truth. They thrive to and are committed to build
specific content with a specific context and consistently and
continually create a community of collaborators or enablers
whose aim is to influence the targeted audience.

From a transformational point of view, and according to
the author’s belief, emotional fallacies can be resorted to in
order to fulfill a series of well controlled steps: (a)
understanding others’ emotions, (b) touching their emotions
to get the best out of them, (c) directing them towards
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building new frames of reference in which the targeted
audience are easily controlled and driven to take the action
planned, (d) getting the change of their habits of mind. Such
a view stresses the notion that says: The only way to change
someone’s mind is to connect with them from the heart.

From the pragmatic side, the shoulders use implicatures in
their interactional language coated with or touched by
emotions focusing on implied meanings, bridging or
neglecting the literal meaning of words, since the public
(mainly the lay people who are ignorant but ambitious, or
are labeled as received knowers who get their knowledge
from listening to others and remember what they have to say,
Belenky and Stanton, 2009) do not or cannot have the
opportunity to negotiate meanings. Therefore, the stress is on
the context in general rather than the text itself as a
component of that context. By so doing, the shoulders create
a pragmatic trap or an implicature trap.

Whatever the matter is, there are — to the author’s belief —
three levels of interaction when committing emotional
fallacies: the first is the macro level concerned with the
shoulders who are the elite, authorities or some decision
makers. They think for others and have their own hidden
goals. They thrive to and are committed to build specific
content within a specific context and consistently and
continually create a community of collaborators or enablers
whose aim is to influence the targeted audience The second
Is the meso level that is concerned with collaborators or the
enablers who transit the message of the shoulders to its
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destination through touching the emotions of the audience
and winning their trust. They cooperate and collaborate with
the shoulders to win the play. Whereas the third level is the
micro _one that is concerned with the targeted
subjects/audience. Those subjects might be individuals or
local communities or special interest groups. The nearer they
are to the intermediaries, the more they get influenced by
them. Thus, there are — to the author’s claim — eight C’s that
are taken into consideration. Those eight C’s stands for the
content to be delivered, the context in which the fallacy is
manipulated, the communication processes to be carried out,
the collaboration to be experienced, how far consistency is
there along the argument in which the emotional fallacy is
committed, how far the continuity of the influence is desired,
the community to be influenced, how far commitment to the
process of committing fallacies is stuck to.
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A

- \
Micro level (Targeted subjects/audience) :
Individuals, local communities, special
interest groups

Meso level (Collaborators/Enablers ):
intermediaries,

Macro level (Shoulders):
Elite, Authorities, Decision-makers,

Reasons behind emotional fallacies:

Noting that “the new media provide people everywhere a
virtual space for self-expression (e,g., Chen,2015; Collin et
al., 2011) allow them to actively participate in public affairs,
empower silenced voice to be heard, as well as exhibit new
interaction patterns and bring about both positive and
negative social consequences (Chen, 2015). Moreover,
changes in laws and policies may come to existence owing to
analyzing the conversations and dialogs of the public,
Scollon (2008). Behind each objective of the aforementioned,
a fallacy or more can be committed.

Fallacies are generally thought to be made due to some
factors concerning the arguer and other ones as for the
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audience or the arguee. Though Voth (1998) — like others —
discusses the intentional fallacy in which the arguer
determines stated intentions in his messages, he points to a
critical gap — not less important than the former sort that may
affect the communication situation in which argumentation
takes place. That sort of fallacy is called “the receptional
fallacy” where what the hearer says the message means is
mistaken for what the message actually says, i.e. where the
arguee misinterprets the message he is receiving (p. 395).

Through that playful use of fallacy, the arguers accomplish
controlling thoughts. From the other side, when touching the
emotions as well, they can control everything. In this way,
both logical fallacies and emotional fallacies have things in
common, particularly when the counterparts are face to face.
But when virtuality is there, the matter will be different
because emotional fallacies come to existence mostly
virtually in order for the emotionalists to hide or to take
shelters. Each emotionalist has his or her rationale to do so
for their own benefit or for others’. Sometimes they resort to
the emotional escape as believing that it is an opportunity to
create a virtual bright life or to find relief for themselves or
for others as a type of social compensation. They might also
have emotional camouflage seeking for emotional
satisfaction or avoiding social rejection, or being victimized,
or having distress or frustration. In most cases, emotional
fallacies committers resort to dissociative anonymity to keep
safe, to find new intergroup contact or to create new personal
distance, or even help others keep away from probable
problems. All those reasons and many others can drive
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arguers or the arguees to commit emotional fallacies in a way
or another.

A proposed perspective for analyzing emotional

fallacies:

In order for emotional fallacies to be analyzed and
assessed, the author proposes a conceptual framework for
handling them in the public discourse considering the
following domains that can help.

1. Communication limits: whether the fallacy is situational
(only one situation with an emotional frame usually
unexpected or threatening) or contextual (all surrounding
influencing environmental factors or events) .

2. Influence: whether the influence desired is positive or
negative.

3. Formality: whether the fallacy is formal (occurs in the
form or structure of an argument) or informal (occurs in
the content of an argument).

4. Communication sphere: whether the target of the fallacy
Is directed to one single person, or one or more persons in
a specific group that might affect the whole group.

5. Communication climate: whether it is warm and
enthusiastic due to the social tone of a relationship and
both parties are mutually valued, or threatening and
unsafe due to the power experienced from a party over the
other.

6. Facets of communication: concerning breadth (various
facets of the targeted person) or depth (the tiny details of
that person)
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7. Mode of discourse: whether the fallacy is committed in
oral discourse using loaded language, or takes the graphic
form using ambiguous language.

8. The soundness of morality: whether the fallacy is of moral
normativity or in an immoral order.

9. Reasoning: whether reasoning inside the fallacy is
inductive that goes from the general to specifics or
examples, or deductive that goes the opposite way.

10.Placement: whether the fallacy is committed in the
process of the argument or in its product.

Communication
. Infuence
limits

e — e —

B Situational B Positive
—— ——
e — e —

Contextual Negative
—— ——
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When the Subaltern Speaks: Race and Gender in
Selected Works by ZadieSmith and LeilaAboulela
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Abstract

This thesis which is entitled "When The Subaltern Speaks:
Race and Gender in Selected Works by Zadie Smith and
Leila Aboulela” tackles the notion of the subaltern in the
contemporary British novel and attempts a comparison
between various forms of subalterns. It deals with various
cultural theorists who speak about the limits within which the
subaltern woman writer is allowed to speak. It is within this
perspective that selected works by the black British novelist
Zadie Smith and the Sudanese Muslim novelist Leila
Aboulela are considered. The two novelists are deemed two
case studies because they are clear examples of subaltern
women who are able to speak or to make their voices heard
in the contemporary literary scene in Britain. More important
is that their contributions are placed within the context of the
transformations taking place in British culture and society
today.

Both Smith and Aboulela share the experience of being
black and not belonging to the centre. They both live in
England and write in English. Despite coming from different
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backgrounds, they both share the optimistic attitude in
relation to coexistence and tolerance. The subalternity of
their characters is set against the background of race and/or
gender. However, the considerable advancement in the status
of women makes the question of gender subsumed to the
guestion of race. That is why in Smith and Aboulela's novels,
women are no longer the oppressed or the victimized gender.
The female characters are deemed subalterns just like their
male counterparts.

Smith and Aboulela are among the subaltern writers who
stand centre stage without the risk of being marginalized.
They belong to the new generation of English writers whose
narratives represent a new form of fiction capable of
responding to a world of changing values. If Smith and
Aboulela have been able to speak, each using her own
distinguished voice to express her message, they have also
managed to give their subaltern characters a voice with
which they can speak and challenge the previous silencing
and denial.

The thesis is divided into three chapters with an
introduction and a conclusion. Chapter One which is entitled
"The Unique Specificity of Double-Otherness"” provides the
theoretical framework of the study. In analyzing the notion of
the subaltern, the chapter tackles the postcolonial theory
clearly manifested in the novels and underlines the
connection between race and gender. It sheds light on the
different categories of subalterns and discusses the various
opinions of cultural theorists, among whom are Spivak and
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Bhabha, who stress the limits within which the subaltern is
allowed to speak. Their diverse manifestations of subalternity
and relevant concepts such as mimicry, hybridity,
neocolonialism and the representation of the ex-colonized
help in establishing the context within which the analyses of
the novels are framed.

Chapter Two which is entitled "Zadie Smith: A Literary
Representative of a New Britain” is a study of the black
British novelist Zadie Smith who belongs to the category of
the British-born writers from other ethnic backgrounds.
Smith's selected novels, White Teeth and On Beauty, depict a
new cultural model which is unrelated to previous
confrontational models of multiethnic London. The two
novels attempt to bridge the gaps between races, cultures and
religions through the fusion of all of them in one pot. In her
novels, Smith employs cultural differences and clashes to
arrive at acceptance and tolerance. She presents racism as
nonsense and treats it comically. The theme of the
iImmigrant's attitude to home is also addressed, and the
legacy of dislocation and belonging is highlighted. Smith
stresses the inescapability of history and the role played by
roots and origins. Difficulties of familial relationships are
represented through generational as well as gender conflict.

Chapter Three which is entitled "Muslim Immigrant
Writing: Leila Aboulela as a Case Study" is a study of the
Sudanese Muslim novelist Leila Aboulela. Living in England
and writing in English, Aboulela writes a fiction that is
motivated by a sense of geographical and cultural
displacement. Aboulela's selected novels, The Translator and
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Minaret, embody the conflict between East and West and
focus on the possibility of achieving a meaningful
relationship between both of them. The two novels offer a
different portrayal of Muslim women in London who seek
emotional comfort in their growing religious identity. Their
success is conditioned by their ability to coexist with others
without losing their Islamic identity. In her novels, Aboulela
treats racism lightly as if it does not exist to alleviate the
bitterness of the "us"™ versus "them" legacy. She also
delineates multicultural London highlighting the coexistence
of tradition and modernity. The question of home and exile is
raised — whether home is a geographical or an emotional
entity where one feels a sense of belonging. Gender relations
and generational conflicts are also foregrounded.

In short, this thesis argues that the subaltern can speak and
postulates that Spivak's insistence on the speechlessness of
the subaltern is by no means a final say. Subaltern writers as
well as subaltern characters have gained a status that they had
been previously denied. Silenced migrants and minorities
have acquired the power of speech and have developed the
capability of transformation.

Keywords: Postcolonialism - Multiculturalism - Racial
discrimination - Gender discrimination - Subalternity
and minority.
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Effectiveness of a program based on virtual classroom
environment in developing English language

translation skills for open education students

Dr/ Amany Haroon*

amany.mohamed@must.edu.eq

Abstract

This study aimed at examining the effectiveness of a
virtual classroom environment in developing Translation
skills for open education students. The study used a one
treatment group quasi-experimental design, in which thirty-
five Egyptian Open Education students enrolled in the
Translation Program at the Open Learning Centre, Cairo
University in year 2019/2020 were randomly chosen. To test
hypotheses, five instruments were administered on different
intervals during 10-week treatment utilizing descriptive and
inferential statistics to analyze data quantitatively and
gualitatively. instruments included translation skills
guestionnaire, pre/post EFL Translation skills test, rubrics,
Reflection log for students, and participants' satisfaction
questionnaire. Findings revealed that teaching through virtual
classroom environment has an effectiveness in developing
students’ translation skills from English language into Arabic
language and vice versa as indicated by their posttest scores.
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Moreover, students showed significant satisfaction with the
proposed program.

Keywords: Virtual classrooms — virtual environment -
translation skills - Open Education, Egypt.
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Summary:
This study aimed at investigating the effectiveness of the
virtual classroom environment in developing translation
skills for open education students. According to the
communicative theory in translation of Newmark, which
holds that the purpose of translation is to give the readers of
the translated text the same feeling that the readers of the
original text feel in terms of clarity, fluency and brevity, and
the socio-constructivism theory of the Vikostky Which
included the idea that human development has a social
ground in which language is used as a medium and that
knowledge is accomplished through interaction with others.
To achieve the objectives of the study, a quasi-
experimental design was used for one group. Thirty-five
Egyptian students enrolled in the translation program at the
Open Education Center at Cairo University in the year
2019/2020 were randomly selected. To test the hypotheses,
five tools were applied for ten weeks using descriptive and
inferential statistics to analyze the data quantitatively and
qualitatively. The tools included: a translation skills
questionnaire, a pre / posttest for translation skills,
assessment forms, a student reflection record, and a
satisfaction questionnaire for the participating students.
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The data were analyzed qualitatively and quantitatively
to verify the study hypotheses, so descriptive and inferential
statistical methods were used, including: Mean to identify the
average scores of students in each skill of translation skills,
as well as the average of students’ responses to the
satisfaction questionnaire with the program, and the standard
deviation to determine the extent of dispersion of degrees or
responses Students about its arithmetic mean and a paired
sample. t-test to identify the significance of the differences
between the experimental group scores in the pre and post
measurement, ETA square (n2) where the effect size was
calculated using the ETA square to identify the effect size of
the proposed program on improving translation skills, and
McGuigan Gain Ratio to determine the percentage of gain
achieved by the proposed program on improving translation
skills and iterations and percentages for analyzing the study
sample responses to the program satisfaction questionnaire.
The results of the study were analyzed using the Statistical
Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). Twenty-fifth edition.

The main result of the experiment indicated that
teaching through the virtual classroom environment was of
great importance in developing students' translation skills
from English into Arabic and vice versa, as indicated in the
results of the applied tools. Moreover, students showed great
satisfaction with the proposed program.

Introduction
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The use of computer-based technology has allowed
communication in universities / open institutions and
distance learning which provides higher and professional
education to people who want to improve their personal
qualifications. The transition from the traditional model to
more interactive models of media that provide visualization
and analytical tools are changing the nature of research in
different sciences.

Therefore, the use of the Internet to improve learning
has become an advantage in modern institutes of higher
education. Hence, e-learning systems have gained importance
in relation to the introduction of flexible online learning. It
has proven to be the most effective way to learn a language,
because learning such a thing requires interaction in a society
in which target information is used to communicate in a real
context, and e-learning provides the environment in which
learners are encouraged to think, speak, read and write in the
target language. This means that through e-learning, learners
are exposed to an input-rich, natural and purposeful context
that leads to rapid acquisition of the target language.

As a result, many concepts related to technological
innovations in the educational field that were related to the
procedural and implementation processes of educational
practices emerged as a modern trend in education (Chen,
2014), and an example of this is virtual classrooms, which
are considered one of the most important applications of e-
learning (Shuaib, 2016).
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Some studies indicate that the virtual classroom is one
of the most important components of interactive learning
systems, as it has the basic tools needed by both the teacher
and the learner, which increases the effectiveness of the
educational process (Al-Naim, 2012, Martin & Parker, 2016,
Gedera, 2014)

Any educational institution can benefit from virtual
online classrooms in several ways, including: discussing
concepts presented in scientific content through discussion
forums, presenting scientific content from various sites,
facilitating dialogue, enhancing interaction and social
relations between students. (Martin & Parker, 2014).

Also, virtual classrooms provide interaction because
they allow students and teachers to communicate directly
through the simultaneous use of audio and video, interactive
whiteboard, app sharing, voting, text chat and other features
as if they were standing face to face in a traditional way
Classroom (Al-Nuaim, 2012). In the virtual classroom,
learners also interact with Each other and with teachers
through the available digital resources. The teacher can
provide learners with instant feedback. During direct
interaction, which is a type of communication required in
designing educational programs.

Unlike traditional classrooms in which teachers and
learners are present, in which most teaching practices are
implemented face-to-face, the virtual classroom is an attempt
to simulate reality through an imaginary place on the Internet
where students are taught by modern technologies. The idea
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of a virtual classroom is that learners can have learning
without having to go to university, college or school.

Virtual classrooms are a technology that enables
teachers to assign lessons, tasks, activities, and
communication, and enables learners to record lessons,
undertake assignments, and share and discuss some points, in
general, it provides interactive learning (Shuaib, 2016).
Students can have some kind of interactions with each other
via the virtual classroom; Therefore, they can develop their
language skills. They find themselves free to share, translate,
or communicate which makes them educationally different
from those exposed to contexts that can only be read online.

Virtual classrooms are flexible and direct interaction
via voice or chat features, thus, instant feedback from
professor and peers, saving time and overcoming geographic
boundaries exist. Ozerbas & Erdogan (2011) believe that
virtual classrooms are a rich and renewable research
experience due to its rapid expansion into the field of
education. This type of online classroom has the potential to
advance academic achievement and progression, as it
provides flexibility and opportunities to interact and support
participation. Students are active in virtual classes and have
the ability to engage in verbal discussion in real time.
Students prefer the online activities that are introduced to
them through the virtual classroom. (Poe & Stassen, 2002)

Current open and distance learning systems fail to
improve students' learning level, due to several
shortcomings:
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0 Students enrolled in distance education feel isolated due to
the loss of interactive communication with the teacher and
their classmates. Most systems only support asynchronous
remote delivery of lectures; These systems provide a low
level of communication.

0 Remote students do not have the opportunity to experience
on-campus educational activities such as office hours and
study groups.

0 The availability of open and distance education services is
limited to the following means of communication:

A) Satellite Channels

B) Video conference

C) Educational CDs

D) Internet (asynchronous)

This requires a large technical support team. Teachers
are required to deviate significantly from their usual task of
preparing the educational activity. Virtual learning provides a
solution to these problems and challenges that remote
students and lecturers face.

There has been a long-running debate among
educational theorists about the impact of choosing Internet
platforms on learning. Some studies have concluded that
choosing online platforms leads to better learning outcomes
in terms of acquisition and depth of understanding.
Therefore, trainers need to be careful when choosing a course
delivery method that promotes maximum efficiency. After
extensive testing of various online collaborative
environments, Microsoft Teams Platform has been selected
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for its robust toolkit. It is believed in this study that teaching
through virtual classroom (Microsoft Teams) provides the
opportunity to improve overall teaching quality. This virtual
platform provides the following aids:

* Deliver public presentations - PowerPoint, and public
documents

 Shared screen - an entire desktop, app or window,

with remote control capability

* Webcam

* Text chat

* the blackboard

* Ability to upload / download files

* List of participants

* Web player

* Notepad

Teaching through virtual classroom platforms enables

teachers to receive simultaneous responses and provides
them with the ability to assess students' level of interaction
with content. Teachers can benefit from having students
receive immediate feedback on questions asked in class after
teaching. Whereas in a traditional classroom, questions,
answers and responses must generally be presented one by
one. virtual tutor encourages "anytime" text entries to
increase collaboration. The teacher can send messages to an
individual student, allowing for personal comments without
drawing attention to other students or disrupting the lesson.
Thus, students can Dbe advised in class without
embarrassment which results in improved teaching quality.
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In addition, students can ask questions to the teacher or their
classmates if they needed to.

Simultaneous information can be presented in the
virtual classroom environment. Whereas in a traditional
classroom environment, teachers are often limited by articles
that can be distributed simultaneously, a virtual classroom
can provide different access to many sources of information.

Arranging  information in  virtual  classroom
environments can improve a student's ability to compare,
contrast, and contribute. Using virtual classroom features,
such as a PowerPoint presentations, whiteboard, and desktop
sharing, can enhance students' understanding of information.

Instructors can use session recording features to allow
learners to review parts of a lesson that they did not
understand. This facility has a strong influence on learning.
Also, the ability to leave classes open after the session ends
gives students access to lesson files or text chatting.

Virtual classroom environment in developing

translation skKills

Technology has changed the way we
communicate. It is essential in today's and tomorrow's world
to make a shift in the education of translators. It is becoming
well known that traditional classroom instruction will not
give translator students the requisite professional skills and
knowledge with today's rapidly changing language
translation field.
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Therefore, there has been an increase in the use of
online translation courses due to the fact that these courses
are flexible and convenient. Besides, these courses focus on
some professional gaps that are not apparent in the traditional
courses. Traditional translation courses are generally
concerned with translation skills, language proficiency, and
translation standards.

Pym (2003) noted that e-learning classes are important
and enjoyable for translators. It is related to open education
and the use of electronic tools. Translation courses can be
offered through virtual classes to many students. In the
virtual classroom, the teacher plays a mentoring role, and
learners can participate in various tools including
discussions, blog posts, and simultaneous online meetings.
Virtual Classrooms can provide students with online English
dictionaries and resources (Aldosari & Mekheimer, 2010).

Clark and Meyer (2008) define e-learning as the
Instructions that are performed on a digital device such as a
computer or a mobile device in order to support learning.
“The idea of e-learning was first introduced in 1960 by
Stanford University, and it was asynchronous. Lessons were
pre-recorded and available for students to view anytime and
anywhere (Rosenberg, 2001) Later, when
telecommunications technology was developed, Welch,
Brown and Simmering (2003) stated that online learning has
recently become characterized by simultaneous e-learning,
which is "Direct and requires all students to be in front of
their computers at the same time."
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According to Weller, (2007) e-learning relies on two
main approaches: one relies on online communication
between teacher and students and the other relies on direct
contacts with resources. Cobb (2011) explained that "these
two distinct approaches demonstrate a different focus: the
first has communication and interaction between people at
the heart of learning, and the second focuses on interaction
with materials."

The main concept in teaching translation courses online
through virtual classes is to train students to be translators,
where they can benefit from their theoretical knowledge in
their careers, endorsed by a progressive teaching philosophy
(Wang, 2012). E-learning is based on a student-centered
educational philosophy based on an understanding of the idea
that humans acquire information with greater success through
real life experiences. Additionally, in online courses, students
may be free to choose their own learning resources and tend
to be more self-directed learners than certified learners. In
this way, progressivism can be partially tailored to the needs
of an e-learning environment where students are independent
learners.

Therefore, e-learning provides learners with an
opportunity to search for data and distinguish between valid
and invalid sources, as it opens up various sources for them.
Cronin (2013) pointed out that any kind of global interaction
can only take place through activities between languages, and
thus globalization means translation, yet many people remain
unable to overcome the language barrier and thus use
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translation to access the information that They cannot access
it. Thus, the translator plays this role and acted as a
communicator between different languages and cultures.

With the new trends in digital content and the culture
of online web technologies (O'Reilly, 2005), traditional
methods of teaching translation cannot keep translators up to
date with the needs of today, and as a result of this
technological revolution, it becomes urgent to search for
teaching methods in line with the changing nature of the
world. Therefore, this study presents the virtual classroom
environment as a different teaching methodology for
teaching translation, and claims that this method is effective
in presenting the information that the technological facilities
and features of the translation program can support for
students of open learning.

Context of the problem

Translation is a process that cannot be achieved unless there
Is a language, therefore, there is a fundamental link between
language and translation, no wonder to find a translation
affected by linguistic phenomena, and language rules. The
translation profession is a work needs multiple skills, so the
translator can gain a lot of these skills through ongoing
training and practice.

A good translator is someone who is informed about
source and target languages. Students should read different
text types in both source and target languages including
modern literature, contemporary prose, newspapers,
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magazines, advertisements, announcements, instructions, etc.
Being familiar with all of these types is so important, since
they implicitly develop culture-specific aspects of a
language. (Shahvali, 2003).

One of the most important points to consider in the
translation process is the understanding of the source text
within the framework of the source-language context. To
develop this understanding, translator must be aware of the
cultural differences and the various discourse strategies in the
source and target languages (Hatim and Mason, 2010).
Therefore, the hidden meaning of the source text should be
discovered through rendered to the reader in a readily
acceptable way.

There has been a progressive approach focuses on the
online learning environment to make students engaged in real
like environment with the available resources. This approach
has fundamentally changed the way translators are being
trained. Online learning environments have been used in
solving problems regarding training of translators in the
open-learning systems (Sun, 2007).

Translators’ traditional training programs in open
education systems have failed to meet the required level of
professionality need for translators. Therefore, there has been
a must to adopt new methods of pedagogy which not only
trains the students how to translate, but also to equip them
with the needed skills to deal with cultural differences. These
new methods are based on technology due to its strong
impact on developing person’s life skills such as
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communication skills, leadership, teamwork, coaching,
creativity, and critical thinking, as well as academic skills
specially the translation skills Thus, applying technology in
the translation training programs may equip translators with
professionalism in translation as well as with technology-
literacy to meet the market demand and enhance
productivity.

The students of the English Language translation
program, at Cairo University Open Learning Centre, show
low level in the mastery of translation skills, what results in
graduating a weak level translator. That was clear to the
researcher from a pilot study done as follows:

pilot study
1) Interviews done with the professors which resulted in
the following:

a) The professors of the Translation program of the open
education, asserted on the low level of the students, regarding
the written translation skills.
b) The professors of the Translation program of the open
education, confirmed on the importance of technology in
developing written translation skills.
2) Interviews done with the open education students of
the Translation program which resulted in the
following:

a) The students of the Translation program expressed their
desire to develop their translation skills.
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b) The students of the Translation program expressed their
annoying from the limited number of lectures tend the
traditional way of teaching hey have during their study.

1.1.

c)

d)

The students of the Translation program asserted on
the low benefit they have from the available
technology including:

The Cds: shoot lectures or televised lectures do not
permit to the students the interactive
communication with the professor.

The Internet: using the email to send any question
about the subject.

The television: announcing the televised lectures on
the Television and that do not permit also the
interactive communication with the professors.

The students expressed their need for a new
interactive means of communication that allow
them to communicate effectively with the
professors and allow them to gain a feedback for
their activities.

Statement of the Problem

The students of the Open education translation program
show low level in written translation skills, which is
considered an obstacle in making a good translator. from this
point, it was an urge to search this problem and to find more
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advanced means of instruction based on modern technology
that take into account the characteristics of the Open
Learning and has the ability to transfer the subject material in
a new way allows the open learning students to participate
actively, and communicate with the professors in an
interactive way in order to develop their written translation
skills needed for being a good and perfect translator.
Therefore, this study investigates the effectiveness of
virtual classroom environment, as a modern technology; in
developing translation skills. As the researcher attributes the
students' low level in these skills to the following:
1- the implementation of the traditional way of teaching

2- the limited number of the lectures and the depending
on the one way of the communication channel (the E-
mail, the television, the CDs)

3- The lack of interactive teaching methods.

1.2. Research Questions

The current study attempts to answer the following main
guestion
What is the effectiveness of a proposed program based on
virtual classroom environment in developing translation
skills for open education students?
In attempting to answer the above question, the following
sub-questions will also be answered:

1. What are the required translation skills for open

education students?
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2. What are the characteristics of a proposed program
based on virtual classroom environment to develop
translation skills for open education students?

3. To what extent is a proposed program based on the
virtual classroom environment effective in developing
open education students' translation skills?

4. How far are the open education students satisfied with
the proposed program based on the virtual classroom
environment?

Hypotheses of the study

e There will be statistically significant differences
between the mean scores of the experimental group in
the pre and post measurement of the total translation
skills in favor of the post measurement.

o There will be statistically significant differences at the
level of significance (0.05) between the mean scores of
the experimental group in pre and post measurement in
each skill of translation skills in favor of post
measurement.

e There will be statistically differences between the
mean scores of the study group participants on the first
skill administration (the ability to translate single
words and idioms accurately) on the pre and posttest in
favor of the posttest means scores.
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e There will be statistically differences between the
mean scores of the study group participants on the
second skill administration (Sentence Coherence and
Cohesion) on the pre and posttest in favor of the
posttest means scores.

e There will be statistically differences between the
mean scores of the study group participants on the
third skill administration (Transmitting the ideas of the
source text in clear sentences in the target language) on
the pre and posttest in favor of the posttest means
Scores.

e There will be statistically differences between the
mean scores of the study group participants on the
fourth skill administration (Making changes to the text
as a whole to give it a sense of the original without
distorting the original ideas) on the pre and posttest in
favor of the posttest means scores.

e There will be statistically differences between the
mean scores of the study group participants on the fifth
skill administration (Ability to correctly convey
culturally specific references in the context of the
source text) on the pre and posttest in favor of the
posttest means scores.

e There will be statistically differences between the
mean scores of the study group participants on the
sixth skill administration (Reading Comprehension) on
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the pre and posttest in favor of the posttest means
scores.

e There will be statistically differences between the
mean scores of the study group participants on the
seventh skill administration (Making inferences) on
the pre and posttest in favor of the posttest means
scores.

e Students will be satisfied with the virtual classroom-
based program for developing translation skills.

Purposes of the Study
The current study aimed at:
1. Designing a proposed program in English based on
virtual classroom environment for the development of
translation skills for open education students, English

translation program.
2. Identification of translation skills for open education
students, English translation program.

3. Assessing the effectiveness of a proposed program
based on a virtual classroom environment in
developing translation skills for open education
students, English translation program.

Variables of the study

1. The independent variable: a proposed program based on a
virtual classroom environment

2. The dependent variable: Translation skills
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Significance of the Study

1. The study seeks to find solutions to some problems
facing the open education students in translation skills
through using virtual classroom environment.
2. The development of open Education students’ ability
to translate various texts.
3. This study may be useful for stakeholders of open
education systems in the design of similar proposed
programs, serving all areas.
4. Supporting the understanding of language professors
of how to prepare subject material, organizing it, and
methods of evaluating student’ performance online.

Method of the study

This study is a quasi-experimental study with a pre and
posttests.

Participants of the study

The participants of this study were thirty-five Egyptian Open
Education students enrolled in the Translation Program at the
Open Learning Centre, Cairo University in year 2019/2020.
They were randomly chosen.

For the purpose of the study, ethical considerations of
the research were taken into consideration before the study
commenced. The researcher explained to the participants the
purpose of the study. They were asked to send their personal
data including their names, phone numbers, and email
address if they agreed to participate in the program, and those
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who submitted their data were the only students who were
added to the virtual classroom.

Tools of the study
The following tools were used in this study:
1. Translation Skills Questionnaire

2. Prelpost EFL Translation skills test

3. Rubrics

4. Reflection log for students.

5. Participants' satisfaction questionnaire

Delimitations of the Study
This study is limited to
e Group of open Education students

e This study is limited to apply the program based on
virtual classroom environment during only one
semester

e This study is limited to apply the program based on
virtual classrooms on written translation skills.

Procedures of the study
The study was progressed according to the following
steps:
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1. Reviewing literature and previous studies related to
Virtual Classrooms based programs to develop written
translation skills.

2. Deciding the instruments of the study: A questionnaire
of written translation skills to decide the degree of
Importance, a timed achievement test pre/posttest,
rubrics, table of specifications, and a satisfaction
questionnaire as follows:

e Designing a questionnaire of written translation skills
and introducing it to specialists, including professors
of teaching methodology, Translation experts to decide
the degree of importance of these skills to the students
of Open Learning Translation program.

e Appling the questionnaire and recording the results to
be used in building the achievement test.

¢ |dentifying the written translation skills appropriate for
the students of Open Learning Translation program.

e Preparing the achievement test (pre/posttest).

e Checking the validity and the reliability of the test
through the following:

e Consulting the specialists.

e Applying the test on a pilot sample who has the same
characteristics of the study sample to determine the
time needed for each question.

e Choosing the sample of the study

e Applying the pre-test on the sample of the study and
computing the results.
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3. Designing the program planning which is based on
virtual classrooms to
4. develop written translation skills through:
o Choosing the applicable virtual classroom
o Designing a virtual classroom-based program for
developing written translation skills through:
o determining the objectives of the program applied
and the objectives of the units included.
o Deciding strategies and activities to develop
translation skills for Open learning students.
o Managing time lessons, activities, tests and so on.

5. Implementing the experiment.
6. Applying the post-test on the sample of the study.
7. Analyzing and interpreting the results.
8. Presenting the suggestions and the recommendation in
the light of the study
findings.
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Results

- The first hypothesis test

There are statistically significant differences at the level of
significance (0.05) between the mean scores of the
experimental group in the pre and post measurement of the
total translation skills in favor of the post measurement.

To test the significance of the differences between the
mean scores of the experimental group in the pre and post
measurement of the total translation skills, the paired sample
t-test was used and the results came as following:

The value of T reached (20.03) with a statistical
significance of (0.00), which means that there are statistically
significant differences at the level of significance (0.05),
between the mean scores of the experimental group in the pre
and post measurement of total translation skills. The post-
measurement is (21.49), while the average scores of the pre-
measurement score reached (8.43). Therefore, the hypothesis
can be accepted that states that "there are statistically
significant differences at a significance level (0.05) between
the mean scores of the experimental group in the Pre and post
measurement for overall translation skills in favor of post
measurement” can be accepted.

- The second hypothesis test

There are statistically significant differences at the level of
significance (0.05) between the mean scores of the
experimental group in pre and post measurement in each skill
of translation skills in favor of post-measurement.
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To test the significance of the differences between the mean
scores of the experimental group in the pre and post
measurement in each skill of translation skills, the paired
sample t-test was used, and the results came as following:

- The first skill (Ability to translate single words and idioms
accurately): the value of T was (14.80) with statistical
significance of (0.00), which means that there are statistically
significant differences at the level of significance (0.05)
between the mean scores of the students in pre and posttest,
where the mean of the posttest scores reached (3.14), while
the mean of the pretest scores was (1.34).

- The second skill (Sentence Coherence and Cohesion):
the value of T reached (14.60) in statistical terms of (0.00),
which means that there are statistically significant differences
at the level of significance (0.05) between the mean scores of
the students in pre and posttest , where the mean of the
posttest scores reached (3.14), while The mean of the pre test
scores was (1.11).

- The third skill ( Transmitting the ideas of the source text
in clear sentences in the target language): the value of T
was (13.15) in statistical significance of (0.00), which means
that there are statistically significant differences at the level
of significance (0.05) between the mean scores of the
students in pre and posttest, where the mean of the posttest
scores reached (2.89), while The mean of the pre test scores
was (1.20).

(EFFECTIVENESS OF A PROGRAM ....) DR/ AMANY HAROON

242



(2021) 9992 2 dde 1 Wl (IoBlg Cibgalll)  AoludYl Olwhydl sas dael> dloxs

- The fourth skill ( Making changes to the text as a whole
to give it a sense of the original without distorting the
original ideas ): the value of T was (11.64) in statistical
significance of (0.00), which means that there are statistically
significant differences at the level of significance (0.05)
between the mean scores of the students in pre and posttest,
where the mean of the posttest scores reached (2.94), while
The mean of the pretest scores was (1.09).

- Fifth skill ( Ability to correctly convey culturally specific
references in the context of the source text ): The value of T
was (16.30) in statistical significance of (0.00), which means
that there are statistically significant differences at the level
of significance (0.05) between the mean scores of the
students in pre and posttest, where the mean of the posttest
scores reached (2.69), while The mean of the pre test scores
was (0.86).

- The sixth skill ( Reading Comprehension): the value of T
was (13.85) in statistical significance of (0.00), which means
that there are statistically significant differences at the level
of significance (0.05) between the mean scores of the
students in pre and posttest, where the mean of the posttest
scores reached (3.31), while The mean of the pre test scores
was (1.40).

- The seventh skill (Making inferences) : the value of T
was (15.85) in statistical significance of (0.00), which means
that there are statistically significant differences at the level
of significance (0.05) between the mean scores of the
students in pre and posttest, where the mean of the posttest
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scores reached (3.37), while The mean of the pre test scores
was (1.43).

Thus, the hypothesis that states that “there are statistically
significant differences at a level of significance (0.05)
between the mean scores of the experimental group in pre
and posttest in each skill of translation skills in favor of
posttest” can be accepted.

Second : Results related to student satisfaction with the
program (Satisfaction Questionnaire)

Students' satisfaction with the program for improving
translation skills was studied using a questionnaire consisting
of (6) sub-axes, and the results for each axis can be presented
as follows:

The first axis: The goals and objectives of the program
(Program’s Aim and Objectives) The results of the
percentage of students ’satisfaction with the goals and
objectives of the program have reached (95.24%), which
indicates high levels of satisfaction.

The second axis: Teaching methods and the virtual learning
technology that was used (Objectives). The results showed
that the percentage of students ’satisfaction with the teaching
methods and the technology used reached (87.43%), which
indicates high levels of satisfaction.

The third axis: Assessment The results of students
’satisfaction with the evaluation showed (85.57%), which
indicates high levels of satisfaction.

The fourth axis: Translation course material The percentage
of students ’satisfaction with the translation course materials
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has reached (93.71%), which indicates high levels of
satisfaction.

The fifth axis: the performance of the lecturer The percentage
of students ’satisfaction with the performance of the lecturer
reached (93.71%), which indicates high levels of satisfaction.
Sixth  Axis: The Virtual Learning Environment The
percentage of students ’satisfaction with the virtual learning
environment has reached (90.51%), which indicates high
levels of satisfaction.

Recommendations

In light of the results of the study, the following
recommendations are appropriate:

Using the default learning method has many benefits
for both teachers and students. Teachers can handle different
classes at the same time. Students, especially open education
students, will be interested in using such a method of
learning as they do not have to attend classes, and can
communicate with the relevant course teacher and other
students. Some students who have to work simultaneously
can attend schools and universities that have virtual learning
environments. The results could be applicable to institutions
and universities, in a way that enables them to use the results
of this study to train teachers and teachers to teach translation
skills courses via virtual methods. Theme designers can also
use the results to create virtual textures as book replacements.
Thematic materials can be supported with videos, 3D
environments, power points, documents and PDFs.
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A Script-based Analysis of Verbal Humor in the
American and Egyptian Stand-up Comedy:
A Contrastive Study

Al/ Hanan Mansour*

hananmansour1991@gmail.com

Abstract

This study explores the phenomenon of verbal humor and
its relationship with stand-up comedy shows. In addition, it
seeks to discover the basic role of verbal humor and the
analysis of comic examples and their composition, as well as
their objectivity. This study applies the model of the theory
of comic texts; especially the Incongruity theory by Kant
(1790) and the Semantic-based script theory of humor by
Raskin, (1985), in order to highlight some joke techniques
such as repetition, discourse markers, pauses, audience
interaction, pantomime and mimics. This study also
addresses the differences between American and Egyptian
stand-up comedy programs such as Hot and Fluffy (2007)
and I’m not Fat I’'m Fluffy (2009) by Gabriel Iglesias and the
Stand-up Show (2012) by the Egyptian comedian Hamdy ElI-
Merghany. The study explores the cynical role of verbal
humor in stand-up comedy. The comparison between Gabriel
Iglesias and Hamdy EI-Merghany shows that both use
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punchlines and joke techniques. However, each of them
excels in a particular element rather than the other. Iglesias
excels in using joke techniques, while EI-Merghany excels in
delivering punchlines. Therefore, their performances are
totally different.

Keywords: Incongruity Theory - Stand-up Comedy,
Punchline - Verbal Humor - Semantic-Based Script
Theory of Humor.
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Summary:

Humor is one of the hallmarks of human behavior;
laughter is the physical expression of this behavior. Humor is
a social message that aims to produce laughter or smile. Like
any other social message humor has various goals such as
making people happy, mitigating the tension of situations in
different ways. It has its own structure and unique content
which are also used in certain situations. Humor has a long
history in human culture. Some prominent philosophers such
as Plato, Aristotle, Kant, Arthur Schopenhauer, Hobbes, and
Bergson have cared about humor and have written articles,
books, and theories about it. Likewise, some writers were
interested in Humor such as Al-Jahiz, Baudelaire, George
Eliot and Umberto Eco. Some psychologists tried to cast
light on the psychological dimensions of humor and laughter
as well as some literary scholars, including Mikhail Bakhtin.
Victor Raskin and Salvatore Attardo introduced The General
Theory of Verbal Humor which focuses on the explanation of
the contrast between the semantic texts within the framework
of humor Semantic-Based Script Theory of humor, which is
considered an innovation in the development of the theory of
humor.

Strictly speaking, the word humor is originally derived
from Latin and refers to the four basic aspects of humor
which are language, logic, identity and action. Accordingly,
there are two types of comedy, high and low ones. High
comedy empolys language and wordplay, while low comedy
relies on Bodily motion and visual gags (Berger, 1993, P.
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40). When these Factors are mixed collectively, the character
Is seen to be immersed in a stable experience of humor,
giving a distinct leaning or variation in conduct (Abrams,
1957, P. 101). According to Whitfield (1963, P. 74), this
view is consistent with the classical medical theory which
states that there are many types of humor such as jokes and
stand-up comedies that affect the human mood and produce
unique sorts of joy. There is a stable way of life of humor in
linguistics and pragmatics. According to the General Theory
of Verbal Humor (GTVH) (Attardo, 1994, Attardo and
Raskin, 1991, PP. 293-348), humor comes from analyzing
the contradiction. It is believed that humor or any other funny
text corresponds to two conflicting texts (knowledge
structures that provide standard information about routines
and activities). A punchline or other elements of the speech
leads to a shift in texts and interpretations, leading to humor.

Obijectives of the Study:

This study attempts to discover the methods which can
be used by stand-up comedians to elicit laughter and humor.
The Incongruity Theory of Verbal Humor suggests that
humor happens when we predict an outcome, yet another
happens. The punchline (funny ending) results from the fact
that there is a distinction between what is actually uttered and
what the recipient of the joke received. The researcher will
try to validate this point throughout the study.
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Research Questions:

This research attempts to find adequate answers to the
following questions:

1 - To what extent could Iglesias and El-Merghany be
analyzed using the set-up and punchline in the Incongruity
Theory and the Semantic-based Script Theory of Humor
(SSTH)?

2- How do Iglesias and EIl- Merghany approach their
audience?

3 - Which linguistic aspects of joke telling do they follow?

4 - What joke techniques can be found in their stand-up
shows?

Data Collection:

This study focuses on the American and Egyptian
stand-up comedy presented by the two comedians Gabriel
Iglesias and Hamdy El-Merghany who dealt with a number
of everyday social situations in America and Egypt.
Iglesias’s programs (Hot and Fluffy) 2007 and (I'm not
Fat...I'm Fluffy) in 2009 achieved incredible success in
America because they tackled real humorous situations,
while El-Merghany’s program (Stand-up Show) in 2012
resounded success which was the establishment of his
prominence.
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Chapterization of the Study:

Chapter One:

The researcher began with a general introduction
followed by the objectives of the study, research questions
and data collection.

Chapter Two:

The chapter began with an introduction about the
verbal humor and its relationship with stand-up comedy
shows, in addition to an overview of literature about some
humor theories and the history of stand-up comedy.

Chapter Three:

This chapter introduces the theoretical framework
about the Incongruity theory, Semantic-based Script theory,
and its extension of the General Theory of verbal humor
because they represent the core theories of the study, and the
internal structure of jokes, joke techniques, and the use of
figurative language in stand-up comedy.

Chapter Four:

This chapter deals with some joke techniques and the
use of figurative language in stand-up comedy.
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Chapter Five:

This chapter provides a brief bibliography of one of
the most influential American stand-up comedian and deals
with authentic performances by the comedian Gabriel
Iglesias who represents the main data for the analytical part
of the study. It provides also a description of Hamdy El-
Merghany, an Egyptian actor specialized in performing
stand-up comedy and whose performances depend on
humans’ impersonations which is additionally viewed
another primary portion for the analytical part.
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Conclusion:

There are a lot of contrasts between Gabriel Iglesias
and Hamdy El-Merghany in driving punchlines as their styles
of overall performance are totally different with their joke
techniques and figurative language. Based on the discussions
and analysis of some examples of two presenters of verbal
humor (stand-up comedy), it is concluded that both
Incongruity theory which includes set-up and punchline and
Semantic-based Script theory which includes Script
Opposition are equal. Therefore, | managed to clarify the
application of these two theories on the shows of the two
performers — Iglesias and El-Merghany. Although these
two theories were developed a long time ago, they are the
most popular of all theories at present, still lively and
applicable to all contemporary verbal humor content.
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Ideological Representations in the Nomination
Acceptance Speeches of Donald Trump and

Hillary Clinton: A Contrastive Study

AI/ Nashwa Rashed*

Nashwa.rashed.m@gmail.com

Abstract

The study examines the correlation between language and
ideology through critical discourse analysis and semiotics of
two nomination acceptance speeches of the 2016 American
election. It is an interdisciplinary study that combines
different fields: ideology, ideological structures, and
semiotics. Through a comparative analysis between the
speeches of two nominees who run for the American
presidency: the Republican candidate, Trump, and the
Democratic candidate, Clinton, the study explores the
ideological polarization of the self and Other presentations
that each candidate applies concerning three themes: internal
problems, foreign affairs, and immigration. Besides, the
internal problems theme is sub-classified into five sub-issues:
crime, violence, economy, American rights, and health care.
In this regard, the study focuses mainly on uncovering the
hidden ideologies that each speaker utilizes either verbally
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and nonverbally to reveal how far each speaker can
successfully manipulate the language and utilize signs to
serve his/her political intentions. Therefore, the ideological
square model of Dijk (2006a) is utilized for the verbal
analysis to provide an analysis of polarization techniques of
the self and Other. The ideological structures and strategies
model of Dijk (2006b) is also applied to do a linguistic
analysis along with Kress (2010) multimodal social semiotic
approach for the nonverbal analysis. The study revealed that
Trump and Clinton are varied in presenting self and Other
presentations. For the nonverbal analysis, Trump
concentrated more on denigrating the negative Other-
presentation than boasting the positive self-presentation. On
the other hand, Clinton focused on lauding the positive self-
presentation than disparaging the negative Other-
presentation. However, they both agreed on neglecting the
mention of the good properties of the out-group and the bad
properties of the in-group. Concerning to the nonverbal
analysis, Trump and Clinton also utilize more semiotic
modes to boast the self-presentation and perform fewer
semiotic modes that denigrate the Other-presentation. On the
contrary, Clinton focuses on emphasizing the positive self-
presentation than disparaging the negative Other-
presentation. Besides, the study introduced a modified model
that helps to analyze nomination acceptance speeches
verbally and nonverbally.
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