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An Elegy Poem by Eimara Yemeni lamenting the
Fatimid State Between literary analysis and
historical insight
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Abstract

The importance of this study lies in what the analysis of
the literary text can add to human knowledge of facts
inspired by a poet. It resembles an archaeological painting or
an ancient inscription that scholars are keen to discover and
read its hidden contents. However, the literary text increases
our knowledge through which we can disclose its
psychological and social aspects. The Art of Poetry abound
in those aspects because of its semantic richness effects and
suggestive power of words, phrases and imagery. The
language of poetry is a loaded language, with its dimensions
and implications that are preferred to be studied in the scope
of its era.

The peculiarity of this poem is represented in three things:
First: The lack of historical sources that speak about the
Fatimid State, which is the first Islamic Caliphate that made
Egypt its capital. Historians have termed it the "Egyptian
State™ because its rulers themselves were keen to give their
State that name. The Fatimids are the founders of Cairo and
the Al-Azhar Mosque, and despite the difference between
their religious doctrine (Shiite) and the doctrine of the
Egyptians (Sunni), they did not coerce the Egyptians to
embrace their doctrine, as the research will show. Rather,
they could win the people's love through developing civilized
achievements that they had laid their foundations in Egypt.
So, Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi tried erasing the history of that
state and its effects for political reasons, which were largely
due to his support for the Abbasid Caliph in Baghdad, and
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his desire to establish a new State in Egypt and the Levant to
be ruled by him and his family under the umbrella of the
Abbasid Caliphate.

Second: that poem was written in lamenting a fleeting
State - the Fatimid - and the poet wrote during the era of a
hostile State - the Ayyubid State - that tried erasing the
Fatimid doctrine and its effects. So, the poem is more
objective than any other poems, which praise an existing
state or an existing ruler.

Third: This poet “Amara al-Yamani” was a fanatic Sunni
poet as mentioned by the sources, and it is true that this State
honored him greatly, while the State of Bani Ayyub did not
do the same. However, this does not indicate that he
exceeded the limit of moderation in describing its
achievements. It is well-known of the flattering and
exaggerating poets that their poetry of hope is stronger than
their poetry of loyalty. Nevertheless, the poet sacrifices his
life for loyalty. That poet was executed and some eight
notables during the era of Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi, claiming
that he had conspired to restore the power to the Fatimid
house.

This study necessitated that | would introduce a historical
brief that explains how the poet came to Egypt, how assumed
a prominent position in the Fatimid State, favored by the
minister Tala™ bin Razik, and how his life ended. Moreover,
this study discussed to what extent was this poem a well-
known as stated by the historical sources that dated this era.

A ol a0 (- Al Aot 5By 3 sed! 8ylos Bunnad)

2 |



(2021) 3992 2 due 1 Whme  (IoVlg OLgalll)  ASLudYl Olwhydl) a0 drel> dloxo

Then, | address the poem as a historical literary
document, through which | deduce what was contained in the
literary text of human historical visions and facts. All that
contributed to supporting the historical text or direct it to the
closest possible objectivity, away from political courtesies,
such as praising an existing state, or defaming a faded one.

This analysis - even though the historical content is
among its purposes - is based on the literary text and
addresses only the levels of language and its direct and
indirect connotations of sounds, vocabulary, syntax and
imagery. All this addressed within the framework of the
intellectual division of six scenes according to the
requirements of the technical formulation of the poem. This
is the approach through which the research determines what
the poet wanted to say to the people as a loyal person to this
state. This state has not been treaty fairly by the historians
who never describe it as an objective one, away from the
sectarian fanaticism that was deepened during the era of the
Ayyubids. This sectarian fanaticism was developed by the
rulers of Bani al-Abbas for three centuries. Those rulers were
seizing the opportunities to wipe out this Fatimid Caliphate,
which has been called the "Egyptian State".?

Keywords: Eimara Yemeni - The Fatimid State -
historical insight - Stylistic analysis - Sunni and Shia -
lamenting states
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